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Welcome!

Starting out in affiliate marketing can feel
overwhelming — it’s normal to make mistakes at the
beginning. 

This checklist highlights the most common traps
beginners face and gives you simple fixes you can
put into action today. Work through each one at your
own pace. Tick off the actions you complete, and
you’ll build momentum without burning out. 

8  At the end, I’ll share the program that helped me
simplify all this and finally move forward with
confidence.

Consistency and patience are your best friends here.

Let’s dive in!

Affiliate Marketing Mistakes 
Beginners Make:

Ultimate Quick Fix Checklist
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❌  M I S T A K E  # 1 :  
T R Y I N G  T O  D O  E V E R Y T H I N G  A T  O N C E  

( O R  C H A S I N G  S H I N Y  T O O L S )
 

Why it hurts:
You end up half-doing ten things instead of mastering one. 

Burnout sets in, and progress slows to a crawl.
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☐ Pick ONE traffic source and commit to it for at least 90 days.
☐ Pick 1–2 solid affiliate programs to focus on  (MAP is a great first
choice and free to sign up for your initial training).
☐ Research each program’s reputation, support, and commission
structure before committing.
☐ Unsubscribe from “magic button” product emails — they’re
distractions.
☐ Ignore flashy ads and “must-have” tools that don’t actually help
your goals.
☐ Set a realistic monthly budget for tools/courses and stick to it.
☐ Master the tools you already have before buying more.
☐ Create a simple weekly action plan to stay focused.
☐ Schedule monthly reviews to track progress and cut out
distractions.
☐ Consistency and focus beat chasing every shiny object.
☐ Avoid multitasking on too many strategies — master one traffic
source first.
☐ Use free or low-cost tools to build skills and confidence before
spending more.
You can find links to courses, programs and the tools I use for my

business at stan.store/tjmnofluffbiz

✅Quick Fix Checklist
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NOTES
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❌  M I S T A K E  # 2 :  
N O T  B E L I E V I N G  Y O U  C A N  S U C C E E D

( M I N D S E T  M A T T E R S )

Why it hurts:
If you don’t believe you can do this, you’ll keep stopping and 

starting — and never give yourself the chance to succeed.

☐ Write down your “why” and revisit it daily to stay motivated.  
☐ Practice daily affirmations or journaling to build confidence.  
☐ Join supportive groups or forums to share struggles and
wins.  
☐ Accept setbacks as learning opportunities, not failures.  
☐ Celebrate every small win (even one new subscriber
counts).  
☐ Visualize your success regularly to build belief.  
☐ Limit exposure to hype and “get rich quick” stories.  
☐ Set realistic, measurable goals with deadlines to stay
accountable.  
☐ Develop patience — affiliate marketing is a marathon, not a
sprint. Consistancy and continuity are the key to hitting your
goals 
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✅Quick Fix Checklist
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❌  M I S T A K E  # 3 :   
C O N T E N T  Q U A L I T Y  A N D  

N E G L E C T I N G  S E O
Why it hurts:  

If your content/ posts aren’t optimised, even great content
can disappear into the void.
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☐ Learn and apply basic SEO principles (e.g., using Rank Math
or Yoast).  
☐ Do simple keyword research to find low-competition topics.  
☐ Use your main keyword in the title, first paragraph, and one
heading.  
☐ Write clear, helpful content that actually solves reader
problems.  
☐ Structure blog posts with headings (H2, H3) and bullet
points for readability.  And use hooks for yoru social media
posts to gain an audience.
☐ Link internally to your other blog posts and interact on your
social media before and after posting. 
☐ Refresh posts every 3–6 months to keep them accurate.  
☐ Optimise images with descriptive alt text (include your
keyword).  
☐ Write meta titles/descriptions that encourage clicks.  
☐ Add clear CTAs (subscribe, download, comment) to guide
readers.  
☐ Track performance using free tools like Google Search
Console for your website and analytics on your social media. 

✅Quick Fix Checklist
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 ❌M I S T A K E  # 4 :  
S K I P P I N G  E M A I L  L I S T  B U I L D I N G

Why it hurts:
 Without an email list, you’re relying only on platforms you

don’t control. One algorithm change, and your traffic and sales
— disappear overnight.
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☐ Create a valuable lead magnet tailored to your audience’s
biggest pain points.
 ☐ Place clear, simple opt-in forms on your homepage, blog posts,
and sidebar and in your social media posts
 ☐ Use compelling calls-to-action (CTAs) that explain the benefit of
subscribing, sharing, likeing and commenting.
 ☐ Send regular, helpful emails that build trust — avoid constant
sales pitches.
 ☐ Automate welcome sequences to nurture new subscribers and
deliver your lead magnet.
 ☐ Segment your list based on interests or behaviour for targeted
content.
 ☐ Test subject lines and email content to improve open and click
rates.
 ☐ Engage with subscribers by asking questions and encouraging
replies.
 ☐ Use personalisation (like first names) to make emails feel more
personal.
 ☐ Comply with GDPR and email marketing laws (unsubscribe +
privacy notices).

✅Quick Fix Checklist
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 ❌M I S T A K E  # 5 :  
P R O M O T I N G  T O O  M A N Y  P R O D U C T S  

A T  O N C E

Why it hurts:
 You end up spreading yourself too thin, confusing your audience,

and making zero consistent sales. People don’t know what you
actually stand for — so they trust you less.
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✅Quick Fix Checklist
☐ Pick 1–2 affiliate programs that align with your niche and
focus on those. Go to stan.store/tjmnofluffbiz to see which
programs we affilaite with.
 ☐ Make sure each product solves a real problem your
audience actually has.
 ☐ Learn the ins and outs of each product so you can talk
about it with confidence.
 ☐ Promote consistently — don’t “jump ship” every week to the
newest, shiny latest product.
 ☐ Create supporting content (blogs, pins, shorts) around
your chosen product(s) to attract your audince and
prospective customers.
 ☐ Use comparison posts sparingly — only if they genuinely
help your reader decide.
 ☐ Track which offers convert best and drop the ones that
waste your time.
 ☐ Think long-term: build trust with a few strong
recommendations, not dozens.
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 ❌  M I S T A K E  # 6 :  
I G N O R I N G  A N A L Y T I C S  ( N O T  T R A C K I N G )

Why it hurts:
 If you don’t track your results, you’re flying blind. You won’t know

what’s working, what’s wasting time, or where your sales are really
coming from.
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✅Quick Fix Checklist

☐ Install Google Analytics (or GA4) to track your blog traffic and
audience behaviour.
 ☐ Connect Google Search Console to your blog to see which
keywords bring visitors.
 ☐ Use your affiliate dashboards (MAP, Stan Store, AWeber,
Amazon, etc.) to spot top performers.
 ☐ Track clicks on affiliate links using Pretty Links or similar tools.
 ☐ Review traffic sources monthly (SEO, Pinterest, YouTube,
email).
 ☐ Double down on what’s bringing results — cut or adjust the
rest.
 ☐ Test different CTAs, titles, or formats to see what converts best.
 ☐ Keep a simple tracking sheet (Google Sheets works fine) for
key stats.
 ☐ Make small tweaks instead of big overhauls — data tells you
what to improve.
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NOTES
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❌  M I S T A K E  # 7 :
 F O R G E T T I N G  C T A ’ S  ( W A S T E D  T R A F F I C )

Why it hurts:
 Every blog post, video, social media post or email without a clear
call-to-action is a dead end. Readers leave without subscribing,

clicking, or buying — and you lose the chance to build momentum.
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✅ Quick Fix Checklist

☐ Add a clear CTA to every blog post (e.g., download your free
checklist, join your list).
 ☐ Use CTAs in multiple formats: text links, buttons, and images.
 ☐ Place at least one CTA above the fold and one at the end of
your content.
 ☐ Keep CTAs simple — one clear action beats three confusing
ones.
 ☐ Match CTAs to content (blog about SEO → link to your SEO
checklist/freebie).
 ☐ Use action words: Get, Download, Join, Start, Try.
 ☐ Test different wording and button colours to see what
performs best.
 ☐ Track clicks with Pretty Links or your affiliate dashboard.
 ☐ Update older posts with stronger CTAs to recover wasted
traffic.

ALWAYS - use the 80/20 rule when it comes to value and selling 
the most important lesson is > value wins customers over time.
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❌  M I S T A K E  # 8 :
 Q U I T T I N G  T O O  E A R L Y

Why it hurts:
 Affiliate and digital marketing takes time. Most beginners give up
just before their hard work could start paying off — losing months

of effort and confidence.
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✅ Quick Fix Checklist

☐ Commit to at least 6–12 months before judging your results.
☐ Track progress weekly, even if growth feels slow.
☐ Set small, achievable milestones (e.g., 1 blog post a week,  1
social media post a day).
☐ Celebrate progress, not just income — building traffic and
trust is success.
☐ Remind yourself that traffic and sales compound over time.
☐ Focus on one main traffic source instead of bouncing
around.
☐ Stay connected with supportive communities (like MAP’s
Facebook group).
☐ Revisit your “why” when motivation dips.
☐ Remember: the only way to fail is to quit
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✅ Keep this checklist handy — print it out or save it so you

can tick things off as you go.

✅ Stay consistent — even 30 minutes a day beats random

sprints.

✅ Want a simple next step? 

 Grab my free beginner guide: How To Earn An Income With

Digital Products

✅ Want content done for you (so you can just post)? 

 Grab it now - 90 Days DFY Social Media Content + 101 Hooks +

101 CTAs  > $27 < it’s built for people who don’t want to stare at

a blank screen again.

✅ More no-fluff resources

 Everything’s here: stan.store/tjmnofluffbiz 

Next Steps: Keep the Momentum Going

Here’s what to do now 6
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A QuickA QA Quick Noteuick Note Note

A Quick Note About Links in This Checklist

Some links or resources mentioned here may be affiliate
links.

That means if you decide to use them, it won’t cost you a
penny extra — but I may earn a small commission.

This helps us to continue creating honest, no-fluff
resources like this checklist for you.

To Your Success,

 TJMnofluffbiz
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A Quick Note

Thanks for your support!

TJM
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